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From the middle ages the fair had been seen as a space where the normal rules of social engagement were suspended. The ʻLord of Misruleʼ would be elected from the lower ranks and he would then lead the festivities. By the 18c these had got well and truly out of control - with even the army unable to suppress the revelers.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTML7ONradc



